BPA SCHOOLS TEAM

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF INTRODUCTORY BOOKS
This is a selective bibliography of philosophy books and web-based resources that may be especially helpful to beginners. When choosing between books of equal high quality, I have favoured less expensive items (For full details, go to Amazon.)
Introductions by leading contemporary philosophers

What does it all mean? A Very Short Introduction to Philosophy by Thomas Nagel
Nagel is an important contemporary philosopher, known especially for his work in philosophy of mind and value theory. This short book is excellent for beginners.

Think: A Compelling Introduction to Philosophy by Simon Blackburn.
A highly readable introduction by a Cambridge professor of philosophy, including an especially strong discussion of the value or point of doing philosophy.
Other general introductions
The Philosophy Gym—25 Short Adventures in Thinking by Stephen Law.
This book takes a series of philosophical issues in turn and deals with them in an accessible and often humorous way.

 
Philosophy: The Basics by Nigel Warburton.
A pretty comprehensive introduction. Topics covered include God, right and wrong, politics, scepticism, science, philosophy of mind and art.
 
Learning to Philosophise by E.R. Emmett.

This clear and readable introduction was written during the heyday of ‘linguistic philosophy’ and shows the influence of the most interesting writers of that period (especially Wittgenstein). 
Plato and a Platypus Walk into a Bar...: Understanding Philosophy Through Jokes by Thomas Cathcart and Daniel Klein.

This book combines comedy and introductory philosophy in a very appealing way. 
Some works by great philosophers of the past accessible to beginners
Meno by Plato.

This highly readable platonic dialogue covers a number of themes central to philosophy, such as the nature of virtue, the understanding of concepts, the difference between knowledge and mere true belief and the acquisition of a priori knowledge.
A History of Western Philosophy by Bertrand Russell

Russell’s highly opinionated, but ever popular, survey of the development of Western thought.

Novels

Sophie’s World by Jostein Gaarder: A Novel About the History of Philosophy.

A very unusual, but very stimulating, introduction to philosophy. It takes the form of a story about a 14- year-old girl who is introduced to philosophy by a mysterious mentor. Philosophers discussed include Socrates, Descartes, Spinoza and Hegel. The story has a fascinating twist, which itself raises philosophical questions.

Logicomix: An Epic Search for Truth by Apostolos Doxiadis and Christos H. Papadimitriou (2009).
A visually stunning graphic novel about Bertrand Russell’s search for certainty through the foundations of mathematics. Some artistic licence has been taken with the facts, but the authors carefully explain in an appendix where they have diverged from the true course of events. 

Specialised works
The following are books about specific areas of philosophy, but written at an introductory level. Logic and critical thinking are arguably crucial to all philosophy, and the other topics all appear explicitly in the ‘A’ level syllabus.
Logic and critical thinking
Logic for Dummies by Mark Zegarelli.
Very comprehensive. Written in the humorous style typical of the ‘dummies’ books.
Critical Thinking: An Introduction by Alec Fisher

A nice feature of this text is the frequent exercises designed to stimulate the reader’s own thinking.
Epistemology
Epistemology: A Beginner’s Guide by Robert M. Martin.
Ethics

Ethics: A Very Short Introduction by Simon Blackburn.

Free Speech

Free Speech: A Very Short Introduction by Nigel Warburton.

This clear account would provide a useful accompaniment to Mill’s On Liberty.
Descartes
Descartes: A Very Short Introduction by Tom Sorell.
Nietzsche
Nietzsche: A very Short Introduction by Michael Tanner.
Philosophy of religion

The Philosophy of Religion (Access to Philosophy) by Peter Cole.

Covers proofs for the existence of God, the problem of evil, the relationship between mind and body and religious language.
Web-based resources

The Philosopher’s Magazine (http://www.philosophypress.co.uk/)

Includes news, essays and interviews with major philosophers. It would be very accessible to brighter students and would give a good idea of what philosophy is about. It also has games and activities.
Philosophy Insights Series, published by Humanities E-books (www.humanities-ebooks.co.uk)
These are perhaps for ‘high flyers’. The most relevant titles are:

Metaethics explored by Paul Davis

Existentialism by Richard Gravil
Contemporary Philosophy of Religion by Steven Duncan

Plato by Edward Moore

Wittgenstein by Mark Jago

Philosophy for Beginners, downloadable from http://itunes.ox.ac.uk/.
These are recordings of lectures by Marianne Talbot. They presuppose absolutely no prior knowledge.
Philosophy Pages from Garth Kemerling at www.philosophypages.com.
Includes biographies of leading philosophers, a philosophy timeline, a dictionary of philosophical terms and a useful study guide.
http://www.ismbook.com/
A series of quick definitions of belief systems or ‘isms’. Could be a useful reference tool for A.S. or A2 students.

Philosophy online at www.philosophyonline.co.uk
This site, which is still under development at the time of writing, contains some very useful resources for ‘A’ level students, including annotated versions of Descartes’s Meditations and Nietzsche’s Beyond Good and Evil, both ‘A’ level set texts.

Sophia Project at www.molloy.edu/sophia/sophia_resources.htm
A site for students beginning philosophy, which includes very readable sections on what philosophy is, how to read a difficult philosophy text and the ‘bare minimum’ of logic needed to get by.

Taking notes on philosophical texts at www.earlham.edu/~peters/courses/notes.htm
Some useful techniques are presented.

Routledge A level philosophy at www.routledge.com/textbooks/philosophy
Provides details of Routledge’s textbooks (the Lacewing books listed below), but also has useful links to other sites and some downloadable handouts on skills for philosophy students (such as exam revision and technique).
Reference works

Thinking from A to Z by Nigel Warburton
A guide to the difference between good and bad thinking, organised as a sort of detailed glossary. Although I have listed it as a reference work, it could profitably and enjoyably be ‘dipped into’. Used by the Open University.

Concise Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy

Short, clear entries on a massive range of topics—not limited to Western thought. Each entry is followed by reading suggestions.
The Oxford Dictionary of Philosophy by Simon Blackburn.

A very comprehensive guide by a leading contemporary philosopher.
Textbooks
AQA: An Introduction to Philosophy for AS Level (Philosophy in Focus) by Jeremy Hayward, Dan Cardinal and Gerald Jones (Hodder Education)
 Covers most topics in the new AS syllabus. But three are left out: ‘Why should I be governed?’, ‘Why should I be tolerant?’ and ‘The value of art’.

Philosophy for AS by Michael Lacewing (Routledge)
A clear and systematic approach to the new syllabus.

Philosophy for A2: Unit 3 (Routledge) by Michael Lacewing
A useful accompaniment to unit 3, ‘Key Themes in Philosophy’.

Philosophy for A2: Unit 4 (Routledge) by Michael Lacewing
Deals with the five set texts.

AQA Philosophy AS (Nelson Thornes) by Mike Atherton, Chris Cluett, Oliver McAdoo, David Rawlinson and Julian Sidoli.

The AS textbook endorsed by AQA.

AQA Philosophy A2 (Nelson Thornes) by Chris Cluett, David Rawlinson, Mike Atherton, and John Appleby.
The A2 textbook endorsed by AQA.
