TEACHER’S INTRODUCTION TO ‘CAN YOU TELL GOOD ARGUMENTS FROM BAD ONES?’ (Series 1 and 2)
Series 1
This series of arguments and evaluations consists of general, rather than specifically philosophical, arguments. It would be particularly suited to students taking ‘A’ level Critical Thinking. It would probably be advisable to give it to students late in the course; otherwise there would be a risk of it being too demanding for them. In fact it might serve as a useful revision aid.
The term ‘valid’ is used in the presentation in a broad sense so as to apply not only to deductive arguments, but non-deductive arguments as well. Roughly speaking, an argument is to be considered valid just in case its premises jointly entail its conclusion (possibly with the addition of uncontroversial tacit premises) or acceptance of the premises would make it reasonable to accept the conclusion, all other things being equal.
Series 2

Series 2 contains philosophical arguments, including arguments within applied ethics. It is geared towards students taking ‘A’ level Philosophy. Again, it would be advisable to expose students to it fairly late in the course, once they have developed sufficient analytical skills to enable them to cope with it. The presentation could be used in a variety of ways, for example as a source of ideas for assignments or as stimulus for debate between students. Some problems relate to the ‘A’ level syllabus; others go beyond it.
Because the validity of these arguments is usually a matter of controversy, I have not classified them as ‘valid’ or ‘invalid’. However, some of them do strike me as being incorrect or fallacious, and in those cases I have commented to this effect in my assessment. In other cases, especially when the argument appears to be a good one, my remarks mainly provide further points to think about. In all cases, students should be encouraged not to think of my remarks as definitive, and to apply their own reasoning powers to the examples. No doubt, also, you as teachers will have your own perspectives to provide.
